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SUBJECT: NEW CABINET ON FRIDAY 

1 . PRESS REPORTS THAT LONG-AWAITED CABINET CHANGES ARE LIKELY 
TO BE ANNOUNCED THIS WEEK; NEWSPAPERS ARE UNANIMOUS THAT 
ANNOUNCEMENT WILL PROBABLY COME ON FRIDAY. IT SEEMS LIKELY 
THAT SADAT DECIDED TO TIME THE CABINET CHANGES. WHICH WILL 
CENTER ON THE ECONOMIC MINISTERIES TO COINCIDE WITH ABROGATION 
OF SOVIET-EGYPTIAN TREATY. EGYPTIANS ARE WELL AWARE OF 
ECONOMIC LEVERAGE WHICH MOSCOW HAS IN EGYPT (SEPTEL). 

2. SPECULATION IN CAIRO, REPRODUCED IN MARCH 16 NEWSPAPER 
REPORTS, IS THAT CABINET WILL BE MADE SMALLER AND WILL BE 
ASED ON REQUIREMENTS OF NEW FIVE-YEAR DEVELOPMENT PLAN AND 
NEW FORUM STRUCTURE WITHIN ASU. ASU MAY GET NEW SYG. 

AHRAM ALSO CLAIMS STRUCTURE OF CABINET WILL REFLECT RECENT 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT LAW WHICH " DEVOLVED GREATER AUTHORITY ON 
GOVERNORS. " IN FACT SOME 

GOVERNORS ARE EXPECTED TO BE REPLACED. 

3. PRIMIN MAMDUH SALIM IS EXPECTED TO STAY IN OFFICE AND 
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BELIEF HERE THAT SALIM HAS DONE A MORE THAN CREDITABLE 
JOB AS PRIMIN, SUCCESSFULLY EFFACING HIS IMAGE AS A 
PROFESSIONAL COP AND GAINING RESPECT AND ADMIRATION FOR 
HIS LOW-KEY BUT EFFICIENT HANDLING OF GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS. 

HE HAS NOT, OF COURSE, SUCCEEDED IN THE ECONOMIC FIELD, 

THOUGH NOT FOR LACK OF TRYING. SADAT'S APPARENT DECISION 
TO KEEP HIM IN OFFICE HIS, ALMOST CERTAINLY REFLECTION OF 
PRESIDENT'S CONCERN ABOUT INTERNAL SECURITY, PARTICULARLY SHOULD 
SOVIETS DECIDE TO GO ALL OUT TO REMOVE SADAT FROM OFFICE BY 
INTERNAL SUBVERSION. 

4. ON THE ECONOMIC SIDE, MANY BELIEVE THAT SADAT WILL 
ENDEAVOR, AS HE DID LAST TIME, TO PERSUADE ECONOMIST OR 
FINANCIER OF DISTINCTION TO SERVE AS A DEPRPIMIN WITH 
COORDINATION AUTHORITY. WE HAVE PREVIOUSLY 

REPORTED THE NAMES OF LEADING CANDIDATES FOR ECONOMIC MINISTERIES 
(CAIRO 1063). THE ONLY OTHER CABINET POST WHICH IS ENGAGING 
CONSIDERABLE ATTENTION IS THAT OF MININFO, PRESENTLY FILLED 
AD INTERIM BY MINCULTURE SIBA'L. IN PRESS CIRCLES HERE, 

FAHMY IS TALKED OF AS THE REAL ACTING MININFO ON FOREIGN POLICY 

MATTERS, SO MANY BELIEVE HE WILL ENDEAVOR 

INSERT ONE OF HIS OWN PEOPLE, SUCH AS HIS 

OFFICE DIRECTOR AL-BAZ, IN THAT SLOT. TAHSIN BASHIR, WHOSE 

PRESS EXPERIENCE AND PRESENT POSITION AS SADAT'S PRESS ADVISOR 

SHOULD MAKE HIM FRONT RUNNER, HAS TOLD US HE WILL NEVER 

ACCEPT THE JOB BECAUSE FAHMY WILL NOT LET GO OF MINFO. 

THERE ARE, OF COURSE, OTHER CANDIDATES, SUCH AS HIGHER 
PRESS COUNCIL DIRECTOR AL-SAWI WHO WOULD ACCEPT WITH 
ALACRITY, WHATEVER THE CONDITIONS. IT IS POSSIBLE 
SIBA'L MAY ALSO LOSE HIS POST AS MINCULTURE (TO RASHAD 
RUSHDI) TO SHOW PRESIDENTIAL REPONSIVENESS TO ASSEMBLY'S 
RESOLUTION OF 1975 THAT CABINET MINISTERS SHOULD NOT HOLD 
OTHER IMPORTANT POSTS (SIBA'L IS SYG OF AAPSO). THERE ARE 
ALSO REPORTS THAT AISHA RATIB WILL BE OUT AS MINSOCIAL AFFAIRS , 

BUT NO PUTATIVE SUCCESSOR IS BEING MOOTED. 

5. WITH ABROGATION OF SOVIET-EGYPTIAN TREATY, FAHMY WOULD 
APPEAR TO BE MORE SECURE THAN EVER AND GAMASY, TOO, IS 
ASSUMED TO BE STRONG IN HIS DEPRIMIN/MINWAR POSITION. 
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